
Five Awards Given for 2007  

The CSW Board of Directors 
unanimously approved the fol-
lowing organizations for 2007 
SCENIC BEAUTY AWARDS: 

 

Community Beautification     
Association (CBA) ð Eau Claire  

The CBA is 

being rec-

ognized for 

creating 

the gar-

dens at 

Phoenix 

Park, lo-

cated at the 

confluence of the Chippewa and 

Eau Claire Rivers. The Park now 

includes the gardens, a farmer's 

market, amphitheater and pavil-

ion.  Their Adopt -A-Garden pro-

gram has served as a model for 

other communities.  

Village of Shorewood   

Lake and river shorelines in ur-
ban areas are not protected by 
state regulations.  In response to 
citizen concern that the Milwau-
kee River corridor would be 
damaged by inappropriate devel-
opment, Shorewood adopted an 
ordinance to protect the scenic 
and ecological values of the 
River.  The Conservation Overlay 
Zoning District is a model being 
considered by other municipali-
ties on the River, including the 
City of Milwaukee.  

Pride of Place Committee --  
Oshkosh   

Working within the framework 
of Progress Oshkosh, these vol-
unteers enhance beauty through-
out the City.  After raising funds, 
the Committee purchased 35 
large, stone pots for plantings for 
the downtown.  In the parks and 
other areas of the city the Com-
mittee has organized an adopt a 
flowerbed program called 
òOshkosh Bloomsó. 

(Continued on page 3) 

CSW Annual Scenic Beauty Awards  

Citizens for a Scenic Wisconsin 

will be featured in the Jan/Feb 

2008 Wisconsin Trails magazine. 

The focus of this issue is conser-

vation and some of the advocacy 

groups that work to keep Wis-

consin the clean, beautiful place 

we all know and love.  

Pickup a copy at your local news-

stand or go online to 

www.wisconsintrails.com . 

CSW Featured in Wisconsin Trails  
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Frequently Asked Questions  

Thanks for your Support  

Byways or ôBuywaysõ 

Executive Directorõs Report 

The two sets of billboards bills 

introduced this session continue 

to advance in our Legislature. 

Both the ôBillboards in Perpetuity 

Billsõ (AB 407/ SB 204) and the 

ôInequitable Billboard Taxation 

Billsõ (AB 426/ SB 220) are still in 

play. I f you have not already 

done so, please contact your Leg-

islators ASAP!  For updates, see 

www.scenicwisconsin.org  

Billboard Bills Advance  

Visit us online at www.scenicwisconsin.org  

By Lowell Klessig , Chair - Awards Comm.  

One of the CBA gar-

dens in Phoenix Park, 

a former industrial site in 

Eau Claire  

Dedicated to preserving and enhancing the scenic character of Wisconsin's communities and countryside 

http://www.wisconsintrails.com
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2007/data/AB407hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2007/data/SB204hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2007/data/AB426hst.html
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2007/data/SB220hst.html
http://www.scenicwisconsin.org


A new feature that will soon be 

on our Internet site will be an-

swers to Frequently Asked Ques-

tions (FAQs). Hereõs an example. 

Q:  There are more billboards 

now than when I was first learn-

ing to drive. Why?  

A:  The 1965 Highway Beautifica-

tion Act (HBA)  required each 

state establish controls for all 

signs along federal or primary 

highways. I n March 1972, we en-

acted § 84.30 establishing those 

controls. Most existing billboards 

were classified as non-

conforming and could not be re-

paired or rebuilt; but it also cre-

ated regulations for new bill-

boards - as long as the land was 

commercially zoned.  

Unfortunately since 1972, more 

land has been commercially 

zoned along our highways, al-

lowing more billboards to be 

erected and in some cases just to 

accommodate a new billboard! 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)  

A February sun sets over the frozen 

Mississippi River as bald eagles 

head for their roosts after scaveng-

ing near the open waters 

An operating junkyard along 

CTH E in Washburn County. 

The current DNR regulations do 

not apply to visual pollution.  

CSW is looking for a few good 

people to join our Board or work-

ing committees. If you have an 

interest, please contact me for 

more details. 

We are also looking for local 

hosts and sponsors for a new 

CSW presentation that details 

how important scenic issues are 

to Wisconsinõs economy and liv-

ability. The presentation lasts 

about 20-30 minutes followed by 

Q&A. It can be given at planning 

or zoning meetings or as a pro-

gram for community groups.  

If you would like to arrange for a 

presentation, or have any ques-

tions, comments, ideas, sugges-

tions or concerns about any sce-

nic issues, please let me know. 
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It has been quite a challenge to 

continue the trailblazing work by 

our founding Executive Director. 

Chuck Mitchell has done an ex-

traordinary job with such limited 

resources to improve our scenic 

Wisconsin. 

Now it is my turn to help CSW 

move forward and build upon 

that solid foundation.  

Your Board has been exception-

ally supportive and helpful, as 

have a number of members. I re-

mind all of you that my efforts 

will only bear fruit if I am part of 

a larger and energized team. 

To that end, I respectfully request 

some of you consider stepping 

up if you are willing and able.  

"When the well's dry, we 

know the worth of 

water." - Benjamin 

Franklin , Poor 

Richard's Almanac. 

Share your thoughts and pictures on our new blog at www.scenicwisconsin.blogspot.com  
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By Charley Weeth , Executive Director  

http://www.scenicflorida.org/hba.html
http://www.scenicflorida.org/hba.html
http://nxt.legis.state.wi.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=WI:Default&d=stats&jd=84.30

