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ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE ON THE ENVIRONMENT 
MOVES MONARCH BUTTERFLY BILL FORWARD 

 
 

Today State Representative Joy Goeben (R-Green Bay), Chair of the Assembly Committee on 
the Environment reported AB 322 out of committee to be scheduled for an Assembly floor vote.  
AB 322 designates the monarch as the official state butterfly. 
 
The Assembly bill is authored by State Representative Paul Tittl (R-Manitowoc) and State 
Senator Rachael Cabral-Guevera (R- Neenah) and17 of their legislative colleagues. 
 
All 6 members of the committee voted YES on the bill.  
Voting to advance the bill were: 
  Rep. Joy Goeben (Chair) (R-Green Bay) 
  Rep. Duke Tucker (Vice Chair) (R-Grantsburg) 
  Rep. Joel Kitchens (R-Sturgeon Bay) 
  Rep. Elijah Behnke (R-Town of Chase) 
  Rep Lori Palmeri (D-Oshkosh) 
  Rep Vincent Miresse (D-Stevens Point) 
 
Scenic Wisconsin reminds constituents that they can still contact their own legislators and still 
ask them to be a cosponsor of the bill.  
 
Founder of Scenic Wisconsin and former Board President, Charlie Mitchell said “This legislation 
will raise public awareness of the plight of the monarch butterfly and promote conservation of 
the monarch butterfly and its habitat.” 
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Governor’s task force issues Climate

Change report

Forestry identified as one of nine “policy sectors”

By Charlie Mitchell
March 15, 2021

Since taking o!ce in 2019, Governor Evers has committed to taking action on the e"ects of climate change in Wisconsin.
The Governor’s Task Force on Climate Change, created in October 2019 with Lieutenant Mandela Barnes as chairman, has
recently distributed their Climate Change Report dated December, 2020, with recommendations of actions to
“meaningfully mitigate” the negative e"ects of climate change “for the benefit of Wisconsin communities”.

The 115-page Report cites how the 1degree Centigrade (2degrees Fahrenheit) rise in temperature above the average
temperature of the twentieth century is impacting Wisconsin: damage to property by severe storms, damage from
flooding, crop failures due to drought and other adverse growing conditions, and elevated incidents of heat strokes and
exhaustion.
      
The Report states that 19 of the warmest years on record have occurred since 2001, and that even if the world meets its
current greenhouse gas reduction commitments under the Paris Agreement, the globe is expected to warm 3degrees C by
2100. The increased heat is expected to threaten Wisconsin’s cold-water fisheries, a"ect the health of native trees and
plants, cause the proliferation of pests and infectious diseases, and cause the destruction of beaches and marinas by
storm surges.   
      

Scenic Beauty Awards

It's time for nominations for our
Scenic Beauty Awards. Nominations
are due by December 1st. Click
here to download the form (.pdf).
The photo above was taken at the
covered bridge of Je"erson County.

LBJ Warned Us In

1968

Now we can fix it

Listen to President L. B. Johnson
speak frankly about the billboard
industry in a 1968 conversation
with Congressman Jim Wright.

Click here for MP3 Audio
Click here for written transcript
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Current Board President, Gary Goyke, added “We thank former State Treasurer Jack Voight for 
his incredible leadership on this bill and respectfully ask other elected officials to join in the 
battle.”  
 
In recent years, the population of monarch butterflies has been reduced by 90%, putting them in 
danger of extinction.  This is occurring due to loss of habitat, increased use of herbicides on host 
plants (especially the milkweed plant), insecticides on pollinators and severe weather. 
 
Seven other states have designated the monarch butterfly as their state butterfly in order to 
increase public awareness of the plight and benefits of the monarch. 
 
 

#### 
 
 
 
 
Scenic Wisconsin is a 501 (c) 3 organization dedicated through advocacy to preserving and 
enhancing the scenic character of Wisconsin communities and its rural countryside.  You may 
visit us at www.scenicwisconsin.org or get to know more about us at our Facebook page at 
https://www.facebook.com/scenicwisconsin/.   
 


